
 
This past March, a wonderful member of our skating club passed away, Jeanne Matthews.  
Not only was she a long time member of our skating club but also an active judge across 
the Eastern United States. Jenny Mills recounts the eventful life of Jeanne Matthews in the 
paragraph below. 

 “Mrs. Matthews did so much not only for the Skating Club of CNY but also for 
the sport of figure skating.  She traveled thousands of miles each year as a judge. She spent 
quite a bit of time traveling to DE and throughout the Northeast, often putting in 12 hours 
of judging and then traveling 5-6 hours home or to her next judging assignment. She helped 
countless trial judges get certified - just recently, two more of her trial judges were named Gold 
medal judges.  Mrs. Matthews embraced the sport and encouraged several people to get 
involved, skate and volunteer for the club. I still have the 10 pages of notes she gave us when 
Lisa and I became test chairs.  Mrs. Matthews was supportive of all the skaters - including her 
own two daughters, Annette and Sian, who competed nationally.  Mrs. Matthews tells of getting 
up at 3 am every weekend to take them to Lake Placid to train.  She was a special lady who loved 
to sit at the rink, share her experiences and offer advice to "new moms."  She helped countless 
skaters with encouragement, dresses, and friendly advice and will be greatly missed by all at 
SCCNY.”  We will never forget Mrs. Matthews. ~ Jenny Mills 

Pencil in these Dates! 
Test Session Deadline: Wed, May 4th 
End-of-Year Banquet: Fri, May 6th 
Synchro Team Audtions: Sat May 7th  
Test Session: Sat May 14th  
May Board Meeting: TBD * 
* Look out for more info on  
2016-17 Board Member nominations… 
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Tests Passed on the March 11, 2016 Test Session 
Martina Auer- Rhumba 
Molly Bushnell- Argentine Tango & Viennese Waltz 
Lillian Cavallaro- Canasta Tango & Dutch Waltz 
Catherine Choquette- Intermediate MIF 
Rebecca Clark- Yankee Polka 
Maddie Gorman- Pre Preliminary MIF 
Yimei Lin- Fourteenstep 
Vicky Liu- Preliminary MIF & Rhythm Blues 
Madeleine Mafrici- Juvenile FS & Tango 
Cheyenne Miller- Intermediate MIF 
Aryana Nazem- Ravensburger Waltz 
Sara O’ Reilly- Swing Dance 
Erin Quinn- Juvenile FS & Blues 
Aden Renfer- Pre-Juvenile MIF & Swing Dance 
Natasha Skidmore- Novice MIF & Tango 
Emmi Stanton- Juvenile FS 
Megan Stanton- Willow Waltz 
Hailey Thune- Canasta Tango 
Taylor Wisely- Paso Doble 
Evelyn Zdrojewski- Canasta Tango & Dutch Waltz 

	  

The	  Skate	  Challenge	  in	  March	  went	  off	  without	  a	  
hitch,	  attracting	  more	  individual	  skaters	  and	  
synchro	  teams	  than	  last	  year!	  It	  was	  a	  lot	  of	  fun	  
for	  everyone	  involved.	  Save	  the	  date	  for	  next	  
years	  Skate	  Challenge!	  March	  11	  &	  12,	  2017!!	  	  

*Synchro Team audit ions 2016-17 May 7th * 
Beginner: 2:15 
Pre-Juv: 3:20 
Open-Juv: 4:30 
 

Please arrive ½ hr before 
scheduled time. 
$20 fee, bring USFS # 
No synchro experience necessary! 



Birthdays  
April: 
2: Janani Casipit 
3: Hailey Thune 
7: Shelly Kline  
12: Alexis Kerr 
19: Meghan Ferguson 
23:  Natasha Skidmore 
25: Abbey Ohlmeyer 
25: Jenna McKenzie 
25: Samantha DiPirro 
24: Emma Turo 
27: Madeline Turo 
29: Aden Renfer 
May: 
5: Erin Quinn 
5: Gary Jones 
23: Lauren Masterson 
29: Eli Conner 
June: 
3: Jenna Ketchum 
7: Carolyn Quinn 
7: Jeremy Balcom 
8: Renee Lyman 
16: Mattea Donegan 
17: Kayla Fasoldt 
26: Emma Juskow 
July: 
2: Madison Alexander 
4: Kayla Nodecker 
5: Kyra Phelps 
6: Martina Auer 
11: Madeleine Mafrici 
16: Melissa Pepling 
21: Annabelle McKenzie 
21: Vicky Liu 
24: Liz August 
26: Kim Kutzer 
29: Nicole Hardman 
 
ICE SHOW!! 
The 2016 “Paint the Ice!” show 
was amazing! Each number 
showed off skaters’ skills. There 
were so many talented group 
numbers! They all skated their 
best and provided excellent 
entertainment for their friends 
and family.  

	  

Happy 50th 
Anniversary 
Peanuts! 

As many of you may know, Melissa Pepling is one of our avid adult figure skaters 
here at SCCNY. Below is a synopsis of her adult career including her recent 
competitions as well as information about adult skating. 

At the beginning of April, I competed at the 2016 US Adult Figure 
Skating Championships in Ann Arbor, MI.  I skated in three events, Ladies 
Silver 3 Freestyle, Bronze Solo Dance and Silver 3 Light Entertainment. I 
had a great time, skated well and caught up with skating friends who I have 
met at previous competitions. Jeremy Balcom also came to the competition 
as my coach. There are always some well-known skaters that show up at 
this event. This year Jozef Sabovcik (1984 Olympic Bronze Medalist) and 
Charlie Tickner (1978 World Champion and 1980 Olympic Bronze 
Medalist) were there coaching some of the skaters. Alissa Czisny was also 
reported to be at the rink handing out some of the medals (unfortunately, I 
missed seeing her). The Adult Nationals has two types of events, 
championship and open. For the championship events, skaters must qualify 
by finishing in the top 4 at one of the three adult sectional championships. 
Skaters who have passed the appropriate tests can participate in the open 
events. Skaters can compete in several different disciplines including 
freestyle, pairs, couples dance, solo dance, dramatic entertainment and light 
entertainment. The open events are also divided by age and skating level. 
There are five age groups: I (21-35), II (36-45), III (46-55), IV (56-65) and 
V (66 and older). There are three adult levels Bronze, Silver and Gold and 
two masters levels, Masters Intermediate/Novice and Masters 
Junior/Senior. One of the highlights of skating at the adult nationals is all 
the “tossies” you receive from the audience. The “tossies” are items that 
are thrown on the ice at the end of your program and include stuffed 
animals, bags of candy, tissues and this year I even got a pair of socks! 

~ Melissa Pepling 
Got newsworthy news? Email 
Molly at 
mollydolly.365@gmail.com, 
Kaitlyn at 
beaniebushnell@twcny.rr.com 
or Shannon at 
shannonoreilly06@gmail.com 
Kaitlyn and Shannon will be 
taking over beginning with 
the next newsletter!!  

Look	  for	  us	  on	  Facebook!	  
Twitter-‐	  @cnyskating	  
Instagram-‐	  
@skatingclubofcny	  
www.sccny.org	  
	  

	  
	  


